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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




1 . An apparatus for validating a credit card oker a wireless network, the apparatus comprising: 

a gateway for sending a credit ca :d validation reply message to a wireless device in 
response to receiving a credit card validation i equest message from the wireless device, the 
request message including credit card information for identifying a credit card to be validated. 



gateway comprises a database for storing the credit 



2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the ; 
card validation reply message. 



3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the database has a directory structure for associating the 
wireless device with the credit card validation reply message. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the gate\ /ay transmits the credit card validation request 
message over an external network to a credit cjtrd validation service provider for processing the 
credit card information. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the exter lal network is the Internet 



6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the credi 
message. 



card validation request message is a text 



7. The apparatus of claiml, wherein the credit card validation request message is sent via e-mail 
to a predetermined validation e-maii address. 



8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the < 
of the e-mail message. 



credit card information is provided in a subject portion 
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9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein th< i 
of the credit card to be validated. 



m 



it 
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10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein 
expiration date of the credit card to be validated. 



t le credit card information includes a credit card 



j/* 11. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the credit card information includes an identifier 
associated with the credit card to be validated. 



12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein t le credit card validation reply message is a text message. 



13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein 
to the wireless device. 



16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein 
reader. 



credit card information includes a credit card number 



t le credit card validation reply message is sent via e-mail 



14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein ftie wireless device is a pager 



15. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein he wireless device is interfaced to a keypad. 



he wireless device in interfaced to a credit card swipe 
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17. A method of validating a credit can over a wireless network, the method comprising: 

sending a first credit card \ alidation request message to a gateway from a wireless 
device, the first request message includi lg credit card information for identifying a credit card to 
be validated; 

sending a second credit care validation request message and the credit card 
information from the gateway over an external network in communication with the gateway to a 
credit card and the credit card informatio n validation service provider for processing the credit 



card information; 

receiving by the gateway a f i: 
card validation service provider over the 

sending a second credit card 
wireless device. 



rst credit card validation reply message from the credit 
xternal network; and 

validation reply message from the gateway to the 



18. The method of claim 17, further com )rising storing the first credit card validation reply 



message on a database associated with the 



19. The method of claim 18, further comprising 
first credit card validation reply message qn 



20. The method of claim 17, further com] 
message on a database associated with 



gateway. 



ising associating the second wireless device with the 
a directory structure of the database. 



rising storing the second credit card validation reply 
eway. 



the gat< 



21. The method of claim 20, further comprising associating the second wireless device with the 
second credit card validation reply messag 



5 on a directory sirucLuic of the database. 
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22. The method of claim 17, wherein 
an external network in communication 
information further comprises transmitting 



sending the second request message from the gateway over 
with the gateway for processing the credit card 
the second request message to the Internet. 



23. The method of claim 17, wherein sending a first credit card validation request message 
further comprises sending a text messagje. 



24. The method of claim 17, wherein 
further comprises sending the credit 
mail address. 



sen< 



iding a second credit card validation request message 
carjd information via e-mail to a predetermined validation e- 



25. The method of claim 24, wherein s 
the credit card validation information in 



111 26. The method of claim 1 7, wherein 

UJ 

i=t* a credit card number of the credit card 



27. The method of claim 17, wherein 
a credit card expiration date of the 



28. The method of claim 17, wherein 
an identifier associated with the credit 

29. The method of claim 17, wherein 
comprises sending a text message. 



mding credit card information further comprises sending 
a subject portion of the e-mail message. 



sending credit card information further comprises sending 
o be validated. 



i ending credit card information further comprises sending 
credit card to be validated. 



lending credit card information further comprises sending 
card to be validated. 



ending a first credit card validation reply message farther 
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30. The method of claim 17, wherein sendin 
further comprises sending an e-mail message 



5 a second credit card validation reply message 
to the wireless device. 



31. The method of claim 17, wherein sendiJg a first credit card validation request message from 



a wireless device further comprises sending 
a pager. 



pager. 



he first credit card validation request message from 



32. The method of claim 17, wherein sendi lg a second credit card validation reply message to a 
wireless device further comprises sending the second credit card validation reply message to a 



33. The method of claim 17, wherein sending a first credit card validation request message 
!■* further comprises sending a first credit car< 1 validation message that is independent of a credit 

Is 

card service provider validation process. 

34. The method of claim 33, wherein sofi ware applications for processing credit card 
information for identifying a credit card t| be validated operate independently of the credit card 
service provider validation process. 
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35. A method for validating a credit cardfover a wireless network, the method comprising: 

processing credit card information associated with a credit card to be validated at a 
gateway, the gateway sending a credit car 1 validation reply message to a wireless device in 
response to receiving a credit card validation request message from the wireless device, the 
request message including the credit card information for identifying the credit card to be 
validated; 

wherein, the credit card information is processed at the gateway by a software 
application developed independently of external credit card validation processes provided 
remotely from the gateway. 

36. The method of claim 35, further con prising storing the credit card validation reply message 
on a database associated with the gateway. 



37. The method of claim 36, wherein storing 
includes a directory structure for associating 
reply message. 



38. The method of claim 35, further comprising 
message from the gateway over an 
for processing the credit card information 



further comprises storing in a database that 
the wireless device with the credit card validation 



transmitting the credit card validation request 
external network to the credit card validation service provider 



39. The method of claim 38, wherein transmitting further comprises transmitting over the 
Internet. 

40. The method of claim 35, wherein p rocessing the credit card validation request message 
further comprises processing a text mej sage. 
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41. The method of claim 35 5 further 
message via e-mail to a predetermine 



omprising sending the credit card validation request 
i validation e-mail address. 



45. The method of claim 35, further 
be validated in the credit card informktion 



48. The method of claim 35, further 
pager. 



42. The method of claim 41, further < comprising providing the credit card information in a 
subject portion of the e-mail message. 

43. The method of claim 35, further comprising a credit card number of the credit card to be 
validated in the credit card information. 

44. The method of claim 35, further comprising a credit card expiration date of the credit card to 
be validated in the credit card information. 



omprising an identifier associated with the credit card to 



processing the credit card validation reply message further 



46. The method of claim 35, whereir 
comprises processing is a text message. 

47. The method of claim 35, sending the credit card validation reply message via e-mail to the 
wireless device. 



receiving the credit card information by the gateway from a 
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